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Keep Watch – The Lord is Coming 



Hymn   472     Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 
1  Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken. 
For the foe, Well we know, 
Is a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping. 
 
2  Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you 
Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you. 
Watch and see Lest there be 
Faithless friends to charm you Who but seek to harm you. 
 
3  Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle; 
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
Pride and sin Lurk within, 
All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they flatter. 
 
4  But while watching also pray To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing, 
So that still Mind and will 
Shall unite to serve him And forever love him. 
 

 
P: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
 be with you all.  Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, 
and take away my guilt. 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and the innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 
C: (spoken) Amen  
 



P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
C: (sung) Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal;  
 it stands firm in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness continues forever. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 
 
 
First Lesson  Isaiah 64: 1-9 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would 
tremble before you!  2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to 
make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you!  3 For 
when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains 
trembled before you.   

4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways.   

But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry.  How then can we be 
saved?  6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like 
filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.  7 No one 
calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and 
have given us over to our sins.   

8 Yet you, Lord, are our Father.  We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work 
of your hand.  9 Do not be angry beyond measure, Lord; do not remember our sins forever.  
Oh, look on us, we pray, for we are all your people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm of the Day   Psalm 24     Sung in Unison  
 

Refrain Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory. 
 

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 

the world, and all who live in it; 

for he founded it upon the seas* 

and established it upon the waters. 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 

Who may stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 

he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 
 

Refrain Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory. 
 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory?* 

The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 

The LORD Almighty-he is the King of glory. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory. 

 
 
Second Lesson  1 Corinthians 1: 3-9    

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in 

him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 6 
God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any 
spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep 
you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is 
faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Verse of the Day 
P: Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus. Alleluia. 
 
C: (sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

These words are written that we may believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
Gospel Lesson  Mark 13: 32-37 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 
It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their 
assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will 
come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 
If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
‘Watch!’” 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
Hymn   2     Savior of the Nations, Come 

1  Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 
2  Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God 
Was the Word of God made flesh, Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
 
3  Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child Of the virgin undefiled, 
Though by all the world disowned, Yet to be in heav’n enthroned! 
 
4  From the Father’s throne he came And ascended to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell-High the song of triumph swell! 
 
5  Praise to God the Father sing, Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be Ever and eternally. 

 
 
 



Sermon Theme:                Pastor Cox 
We Have Every Gift We Need 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace. 
C: (spoken)  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn   523     God of Grace and God of Glory 

1  God of grace and God of glory, On your people pour your pow’r; 
Crown your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom; grant us courage For the facing of this hour, 
For the facing of this hour. 
 
2  Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail his ways. 
From our fears that long have bound us, Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom; grant us courage For the living of these days, 
For the living of these days. 
 
3  Cure your children’s warring madness; Bend our pride to your control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 
Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 

 


